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SUB J : EGYPTIAN DIPLOMAT SUGGESTS EGYPTIAN MILITARY 
INTENTIONS 

1 . DURING TWO AND HALF HOUR WAIT AT TRIPOLI AIRPORT 
FOR DEPARTURE OF CENTRAL AFRICAN REPUBLIC PRESIDENT 
FOR LIFE BOKASSA WHO REPORTEDLY INTENDS TO BESTOW 
UPON HIMSELF TITLE OF EMPERIOR. POLOFF HELD LONG 
DISCUSSION WITH COUNSELLOR OF EGYPTIAN RELATIONS 
BUREAU IN TRIPOLI AHMED ADEL. POLOFF ASKED ADEL HIS 
OPINION OF QADHAFI'S 1ST OF SEPTEMBER SPEECH ON 
EGYPTIAN-LIBYAN RELATIONS. ADEL STATED SPEECH WAS 
CLEVER MEANS OF BACKING OUT OF CORNER IN WHICH QADHAFI 
HAD BOXED HIMSELF, WHILE CREATING CONCILIATORY IMAGE 
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OF VICTIM IN EVENT OF ATTACK FROM EGYPT. ADEL STATED 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 04 MAY 2006 



Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 04 MAY 2006 


QADHAFI'S RELUCTANCE TO CONFRONT EGYPT MILITARILY 
BASED ON HIS REALIZATION LIBYAN ARMED FORCES WOULD BE 
CRUSHED. ADEL FURTHER CRITICIZED QADHAFI REFERENCE 
TO WILL OF PEOPLE'S CONGRESS COMMITTEES DECISION NOT 
TO BREAK DIPLOMATIC RELATIONS WITH EGYPT. ADEL CLAIMED 
QADHAFI ORDERED COMMITTEES TO MAKE THIS DECISION AND 
THAT DECISION HAD NOTHING TO DO WITH "WILL OF PEOPLE". 

ADEL SAID QADHAFI'S GESTURE TO EGYPTIAN PEOPLE TO 
REMAIN IN LIBYA WAS FORCED ON HIM BY REALITY OF 
NECESSITY OF THEIR PRESENCE. ADEL STATED THAT WHILE 
OTHERS ARE CALLING SPEECH CONCILIATORY HIS OFFICE 
VIEWS QADHAFI'S REMARKS AS AN ATTEMPT TO BUY TIME. 

ADEL DESCRIBED QADHAFI AS EXTREMELY DANGEROUS WHEN 
HE TALKS IN SUCH CONCILIATORY TERMS. ADEL CLAIMED 
"WE KNOW HIM, HOW HE THINKS AND WHAT HE IS UP TO," 

AND IT IS PARTICULARLY NOW THAT HE MUST BE CAREFULLY 
WATCHED. 

2. POLOFF ASKED ADEL IF EGYPT WILL ATTACK LIBYA. 

ADEL REPLIED THAT FRANKLY SPEAKING QADHAFI HAS 
MANUEVERED EGYPT INTO POSITION OF BEING DAMNED IF IT 
DOES, AND DAMNED IF IT DOESN'T. ADEL STATED ANYONE 
WHO REALIZED EXTENT OF EGYPTIAN MILITARY BUILDUP ON 
BORDER - AND QADHAFI KNOWS HOW BIG IT IS - MUST 
RET.IZ.F, EGYPT HAS TO ATTACK. ADEL SAID HE THOUGHT 
IT WOULD BE A LIGTENING STRIKE DESIGNED TO AVOID MAIOR 
CONFRONTATION WITH LIBYAN FORCES. ADEL ADDED THAT 
ATTACK WOULD BE "WHAT BOTH SIDES NEEDED TO END 
PRESENT UNTENABLE SITUATION." ADEL CLAIMED ATTACK 
WOULD GET BOTH SIDES "OFF THE HOOK," THAT QADHAFI COULD 
CLAIM HE WAS THE VICTIM AND SADAT COULD STATE HE 
STRUCK OUT AGAINST THE MADMAN. UPON DEPARTING VIP 
LOUNGE TO BID FAREWELL TO CAR EMPERIOR TO BE BOKASSA, 

ADEL ASKED POLOFF WHEN HAD HE RETURNED FROM BENGHAZI. 
POLOFF REPLIED HE HAD BEEN BACK A WEEK. LATER 
POLOFF LEARNED OF REPORT OF SEVERAL LARGE EXPLOSIONS 
IN BENGHAZI PREVIOUS EVENING. 

COMMENT: EGYPTIAN COUNSELLOR'S ANALYSIS OF QADHAFI'S 
1ST OF SEPTEMBER SPEECH GIVEN TO EMBOFF HERE IN TRIPOLI 
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PRESUMABLY REPORTED TO HIS MFA. ACCURACY OF HIS STATEMENTS 
CONCERNING EGYPTIAN INTENTIONS CAN BEST BE JUDGED BY CAIRO'S 
ACTIONS. 

CARLE 
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